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Can you explain the service that Red Desert 
Tours and Catering offers?
K:  The idea is to provide a specialised 
remote-area tour and catering service, not to 
run a calendar of tagalongs or anything like 
that, but to tailor-make trips in accordance 
with clients' specific requirements. A lot 
of the clients we deal with are corporate; 
magazines like 4X4 , Australian Geographic , 
and Caravan World , as well as ARB and 
Cooper Tires. We design the itinerary, 
organise catering, manage logistics, first 
aid, radio communications, that sort of thing. 

What made you decide to start the company?
K: We started Red Desert in late 2000. 
Macca had been working with Engel as 
their national sales and marketing manager, 
when the company took a different direction. 

He took a redundancy and decided to take 
six months to figure out what he wanted 
to be when he grew up. While we're still 
waiting for that to happen, he hatched a 
plan to launch Red Desert. I continued 
with my employment at the time, as a 
general manager at a major international 
recruitment company, so I could fund Red 
Desert for the first couple of years. I used 
my annual leave to help him get Red Desert 
off the ground. Then, in late 2002, I left my 
full-time employment and ran away to join 
the circus, so to speak, and took up full-time 
work with Red Desert as well. 

So you've been doing this for over a decade 
now. Things must be going pretty well?
K: Well, we had a major hiccup along the 
way when we lost our home and pretty 

much everything we own on Black Saturday, 
February 2009. That certainly wasn't in the 
business plan. We were actually in Tasmania 
on a job, cooking dinner for 120 people as our 
house burnt down. Friends and family that 
were in Kinglake at the time were trying to 
save the house and were reporting on how 
things were going. They left at about 5pm 
with their backsides on fire and told us it 
didn't look good. So we served dinner and 
waited for the phone to ring, which it did 
that night at about 11pm. Everything was 
gone. We had our truck and what was in it, 
they saved our dog and my car, but that was 
all we had left. 

How's the rebuild going?
K: We officially started building about two 
weeks ago. Being on the road and travelling 
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eight months of the year has not really 
been the ideal way to rebuild your home, 
so we've been making a lot of phone calls 
to try and navigate our way through the 
maze of bureaucracy, planning, building 
design, insurance. We also had a self-drive 
safari trip with Ron and Viv Moon in Africa 
scheduled six weeks after the fire, which 
we actually managed to do. We had no 
passports, no luggage ± I don't recall how 
we managed it, to be honest, but somehow 
we did. We really didn't let the grass go 
under our feet too much. We didn't cancel 
any of our commitments in 2009. We also 
had trips and activities in 2010 which we 
fulfilled ± including three back-to-back 
tours in southern Africa from August until 
November last year. 

And you've been without a house through 
all of that?
K: We've been living in a 40x9 foot builder's 
shed, with one room and a bathroom, and 
a large roof over the top which gives us 
some extra shelter, as well as two shipping 
containers which we've been slowly but 
surely filling with bits and pieces so we can 
continue to do our job. We've been living 
like this since May 2009. 

You're home town of Kinglake was hard 
hit by the bushfires. What is it like in the 
community now, more than two years after 
Black Saturday?
K: There are still plenty of people rebuilding 
in Kinglake, particularly people that were 
self employed ± they were hit twice as hard 
by losing their home and also having to 
sustain a business. You've got to make a 
choice; do you starve as well as be homeless, 
or do you truck on? A lot of people here 
were in trades, so right at the time that 
all of the tradespeople were absolutely 
needed they had no gear and no home. So 
they really rallied to get themselves set 
up so they could continue working and, 
as a consequence, their own security and 
wellbeing was put on the backburner while 

they continued with their employment. 
It was the only choice they had. 

You've travelled throughout Australia and 
in Africa. Do you have one expedition that 
you would say is the most memorable?
K: They're all unique, but we did a really 
good 4X4  reader trip through the remote 
desert in 2007, and that was fantastic. We 
did a lot of Len Beadell roads, a lot of off-
track stuff through really remote desert, and 
we had a great group with us. That was a 
cracker trip. In fact, I think there'll probably 
be a spin-off from that one, because we 
discovered some territory that we couldn't 
get to at the time that we would like to get 
back to and look at again. 

We also had Anne Beadell with us on 
that trip, which was lovely. We've been on 
several trips with her and we were very 
sad that we were in Africa last year when 
she passed away. We had a long friendship 
with her and that was a terribly sad thing 
to come home to.

And, of course, you never forget the first 
time you go to Africa, that was a big learning 
curve, and of course totally amazing. All of 
the trips we've done there have been unique 
and fantastic in their own way. 

So what are the different considerations 
when travelling through Africa, compared 
to Australia?
K:  It's actually easier to travel in Africa 
in a lot of ways. The population is larger, 
so there are more places to stay and more 
resupply areas. You don't find yourself 
calculating to-the-litre how much fuel you'll 
need to get from A to B, and you don't have as 
much trouble buying fresh supplies, because 
a lot of people sell things like fresh tomatoes 
on the side of the road ± whereas you might 
not see a tomato for weeks at a time out 
in central Australia. Travelling in Africa, 
you're gob-smacked by how easy it is to 
get basic supplies compared to here. But, 
consequently, it's also harder to go places 
where there aren't any people. And of course 

here you don't have to worry about what's 
going to eat you when you go to the toilet 
in the dark. We find ourselves counting 
heads on tour more often at the end 
of the day in Africa than we do here, just 
to make sure that we haven't lost anyone 
along the way. 

What vehicle do you drive on expeditions?
M:  We drive a 2008 V8 LandCruiser ute. 
It's fitted out with ARB accessories ± Safari 
bar, LTR shocks, etc. ± and we run Cooper 
STTs. We carry a full range of spares, 
including leaf springs up on the roof rack. 
It's been a fabulous truck; we haven't had 
any problems with it¼ touch wood. 

Macca, I've heard rumours about an alter 
ego of yours that appears on Red Desert 
expeditions. Can you tell me about him?
M:  His name's Coink. He's a fairly 
dysfunctional mate of mine who just 
wandered into camp one day. He's a jack 
of all trades: He's a grid inspector ± he does 
the Australian standards for cattle grids and 
sheep grids; and he's been a mouse farmer 
± he grows mice up north for use in Telstra 
exchanges to keep the wheels turning. 

Do all of your clients get to meet Coinky, or 
just the very special ones?
M:  Every client's special to Coinky. He's 
particularly enamoured with the old dames; 
he feels like they're the mothers that he 
never had. He's a bit of a fixture on the trips. 

I know you're flat out at the moment 
rebuilding the house, but are there any big 
off-road expeditions on the cards?
M:  Our next big trip will be with Ron and 
Viv Moon. With them overseas, we haven't 
had a chance to sit down and nut out an 
itinerary, but the trip will be up into the 
Great Sandy Desert to a place called Labbi 
waterhole, which is a few hundred kays off 
track, heading towards the west of the 
Tanami Track. And we'll be doing another 
trip back to Africa.  
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