Part two

Words and pictures by Patrick Cruywagen
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DAY 10

Okaukuejo to Opuwo — 420 km

While driving along the network of dirt
roads that lie to the south of the park,
we encountered a herd of cattle being
shepherded into one of the fields. We
stopped to chat to Boet Burger and his
son Kobus, who had with them a very
sick and pregnant cow on the back
of a trailer. Bertus’ girlfriend is a vet
so she had a look at it. Once back in
the vehicle she told us that that cow
was not going to make it. There is a
downside of farming next to a park
and the Burgers told us how up to 30
of their livestock are taken each year by
hyena, cheetah, lion and leopard.

We got off the tar C5, which runs
along the western side of Etosha,
and found ourselves on a truly lovely
road. There were a number of puddles
and also butterflies in their millions,
and we had an interesting encounter
with some traditionally-dressed Herero
women who were busy sewing using
an old Singer machine - just like my
gran had.

DAY 11

Opuwo to Palmwag — 250 km
Opuwo is like being on the set of
Star Wars. You have what seems like
a normal town, except there are a
number of red people living with what
we perceive as normal people who
look like us. The red people are the
Himba of course, and it was weird for
me to see them in a Western type of
environment. We headed out of the
town and spent the morning in an
authentic Himba village to experience
real Himba traditions. Once this was
over, dozens of the ladies tried to sell
us some crafts, and believe me when
| say they know all about inflation and
weren't willing to budge with prices.
With lovely green scenery about,
we took our time heading south and
spotted a number of animals along the
way, such as the Hartman’s mountain
zebra and many giraffe. About
10 km from Palmwag we spotted a  »
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Top Damaraland offers some of the
most beautiful dirt tracks in all of
Namibia. Middle Himba craft prices
have gone up dramatically in recent
times. You can thank the foreign tour-
ists for that. Bottom We spotted this
beauty only a few metres from the
road, less than 10 km from Palmwag.

leopard right next to the road. He was
only about ten metres from us and
stood up nicely in the windswept grey
grass while | fired off several frames.
He was a real poser - this was the
highlight of the trip for me so far.

DAY 12

Palmwag fo Swakopmund — 430 km

Just after leaving Palmwag we saw a
man in the middle of th e road making
wild flapping gestures with his arms
alongside his head. He was trying
to look like an elephant. About 400
metres to our right was a small herd of
the famous desert elephant. Normally
one has to go off the main roads into
the heart of Damaraland to see them,
but we were lucky this time.

As we headed west towards the
coast we could see a massive bank of
mist ahead; gone were the green plains
with springbok everywhere. We had
now entered the Skeleton Coast Park
and Namibia was dishing up a whole
new world. A stark flat world with a




gale force wind made a lunch stop
impossible, unless you wanted sand in
your sarmie. Our plan was to camp at
Mile 108, but the weather said no and
so we pushed towards Swakopmund,
stopping at Cape Cross to look at the
seal reserve. While some might find
them cute, I'll always remember the
smell and the sand fleas that attacked
my bare feet.

DAY 13

Day of leisure in Swakopmund

| could lie and tell you | went to the
museum and the Crystal Gallery, went
quad biking on the dunes, enjoyed
an aeroplane flight along the coast
to Sossusvlei and strolled along the
promenade, but | won't. I'd done all
that on previous visits, so | was rather
going to try and live a day in the life
of a local. | joined the three lovely
Norwegian ladies I'd met the night
before to soak up the last of the
summer rays on the beach. To finish
off the day | headed just out of town
and lay on a dune to watch the sunset,
before turning around and watching
the moonrise. The Namibian desert is
a special place.

DAY 14

Swakopmund fo Sesriem — 360 km

Once heading inland again, you realise
you're in desert country. The road to
Solitaire is pure magic with beautiful
mountain vistas and winding mountain
passes such as the Kuiseb and the
Gaub Pass, where we had our lunch
stop. Even here the place was still
looking green and Bertus commented
how he’d never ever seen Namibia
like this.

Upon our arrival at Sesriem we heard
that the wind would be too strong for the
hot air balloon safari in the morning -
what a massive disappointment! Just
before the end of the day | walked
down into the Sesriem Canyon, where
water was in abundance. One of the
rocks was shaped like a huge head of a
big man, so | took a picture of it. >

Tropic of Capricorn
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Top The Frontrunner roofrack makes for a great game viewing platform!
Middle This Swakopmund resident doesn't need a 4x4 to reach his favourite

angling spots. Bottom Bertus does his “Where’s Willie?” impersonation.
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Sesriem to Bethesda Farm — 200 km

i is @ must.

ave to be the most

5 aphed trees in the world. Here

I met Sasha Jancic, a most interesting
fellow from America who asked me to
take a picture of him jumping off the

t fime fo shoot at Sossusvlei, the gate opens about one hour
before sunrise. Get there early to avoid the crowds.

trees. He then did the same for me. He  now biking through Africa. Gotta love the
said he has pics of himself jumping off  characters one meets along the way -
things all over the “world, and he was  they are the spice of travel. >
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Conqueror Commander Caravans & 4x4 Safari Trailers, the ultimate off-road vehicle,
15 Years of experlise & experience in
the manufacture of off-road & military
products goes into the production of

every Conqueror product. —_ B=

Congueror are much more than trailers & caravans,

Using 21st century lechnology, materials & design =thesa mabile marvels are extremely
light and durable with heavy duty off-road patented suspension & auto reverse couplers -
allowing you fo take them anywhera. Each model is fully equippad with evarything you will n
- {various options available) to enjoy the outdoors,
turning every holiday into a trouble-free adventure

Independant Suspension; {18

Heavy duty Shock Absarbers

Modular slide-out units for. A

kitchen, bathroom, fridga, t [

hot water system & Elumga shelves i ni
e MR

@aatgmecu‘ A's hesl seller in its class
Massive bed (ZAm x 2.1m) " / -

2.5 Ton axle & shock absorbers
Plenty of Packing Spaca = | \
1 minute set-up tima | )
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6W SA's strongest off-road trailer
s

Compact design with lots of
space, 56m2 under roof area
¢ 110 litre water capacity with
pressurised pump

1 minute sat-up lime

o Revolutionary design -

Sleep inside trailer 4 ¢ ' \
Unique slida-out kitchan ] L | \
Low bed (1m from the ground) -

Easy set up with gas lifts

| \
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Our revised pmduﬂlnn facility maans no more waiting for your Eunquarur Praduct in 20081

Menoa Manufachirers
62 Schoeman Street,
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Heidelberg I
PO Box 833 Heidelbarg E ¥
Gauteng H F- m 4
5 — _‘._‘,
Tel: +27 16 349 6533 ﬁL“ Conquemr P\‘H:Ium Bfﬂ BBIQHHd tl m ular ﬁ:n\ﬂﬁ?&rm H‘“mﬂﬂ llilf‘fﬂﬂlﬂ‘ ‘body flax
Fax: +27 16 349 6535 ) 4= o off-road performance, eliminating metal fatigue.
PJ: 0B2 925 4213 i T ini Elestre Gﬁﬁﬂnﬁ.‘ﬂl St&ﬁ"ﬁdnﬂ]ﬁ“r ﬁj”hpl’aﬁ!mﬁ’ll
Johan: D84 491 5808 ¥ BN ass or dﬂl&f‘ddﬂﬁﬂaﬂﬁ’f‘i’abﬂiﬁ'{s used in & conquaror construction.
DUHILER & : J EpeT o O Bwdat Coated Paint Finish allowlnig maximim flex.

Email: info@conqueror.co.za prmranla fading or dm sunlight. All tents are made of Rip stop canvas.

All Congueror products are SATA (South Alrican Traller Association) and SABS - approved

Rentals Available - Enguiries; 082 370 4188 Finance availabie [N Siaiiine. srrmans  F) sesden nas

Hational Daalars

Prelomia:

Salan Centra Menlyn 012 346 3253
LA Sport Mentyne 012 346 8058

L& Sport Gozing 012 320 4515

Zambez Salar Eguipment 012 56T 1378

LA Sper Cenfurion 012 661 3816
X-Padition Outdoor OTH TT6 0266
lohannasburg:

Safari Centre Bryanston 011 465 3617

LA Sport Broad Acres 011 467 82101
Baothieham:

LA Sport 058 303 £651
Versaniging:

Safari Cantre 016 422 T155/6
West Rand:

LA Sporl Wesrand 011 768 1678
Exgl Rand:

LA Sport Cosrand 011 826 2561
Springs:

Claredon 011 B11 4878
Elerksdorp:

Warthog 018 462 4652
Austenburg:

President Outdoors 014 582 5650
LA Sport Platinum 014 552 G880
Helsprult:

LA Sport Nelspruit 013 753 3413
Drakar: 013 752 5432

Pelokwane:

Safar Centre 015 295 2002

LA Sport 015 287 03288
Eloamfontaln:

LA Sport 051 430 53581

Welkom:

Off Road Outdoor 0547 355 3304
Durban:

Safari Contre Gatewnay 031 566 5200
LA Sport Empangeni 035 TBT 0620
Opington:

Satar Centre 0544 338 G300
Ermalo:

Satari Cantre D17 B11 2400

Poril Elkzabath:

LA Sport PE 041581 4306
Goarge:

LA Spoit Gardenrout 044 8TE 2111
Outenigua Caravans 044 873 4371
Cape Town:

Safari Centre 021 595 3910

LA Sport 021 555 2780

Intarnational Dealers
Hamibla:

Safnri Cantra Windhoak
+254 51236487/8

LA Spart Windhoak

+hi4 B1303T06

Europe:

Ithende Web: www ithende, com
Salan Cantre Eunopea:
Info@safaricentre.com
Aagtralia:

Dasar Sky Campens:
rvastargibigpond. netau
USA:

Conguerar Campers LISA:
cobus@chanernnet
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A long day’s drive today, but once our = -J.‘f..' N
convoy stopped at the viewpoint just X
past Hobas, we knew the drive was Ot hfi}mm
well worth it. In front of us lay the world o P e s
famous Fish River Canyon. | had to sit Tha Vit Lty [, il Tt D i
B

down while trying to take in what
has to be one of the best views
in Africa. The canyon is 160 km
in length and at places reaches
a depth of about 550 metres. As
we still had to drive to Canyon
Lodge, we didn't have any time to
go down and explore the Canyon.
The Fish River Canyon hike has just
shifted up a few notches on my
things-to-do-in-Africa list. One great
thing about the lodge is its bar with
its interesting assortment of trinkets
and pieces of vehicles.
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AFRICAN ROAD MAPS
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DAY 17

Fish River Canyon fo Springbok — 350 km

As | had a whole day to do a
relatively short drive, | went via Ai-Ais,
the ending point of the famous hike
down the canyon. It was way too hot
to get into the hot springs, so | took

EDITION: 1st

RELEASE DATE: April 2008
SIZE: 250 x 130 mm
FORMAT: Self cover
ISBN: 978-1-86809-992-4
PRICE: R99.95

TITLE: Road Map Africa Central & South .
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a short hike into the canyon. It was

we knew the drive was well worth it
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a roughly two-hour drive to the tar
B1 and then only another 100 km to
the border. Once your 4x4 hits the tar
and you are less than 1 000 km from
home, it starts to feel like your trip
is over.

DAy 18

Springbok to Cape Town — 547 km

This was a short half-day’s drive and
towards the end of it | started to
make out the shape of my beloved
mountain. We'd been gone for 18
days and covered almost 6 000 km -
had this been the ultimate safari?
Even if not, it still rated as one of the
most memorable. |

The Fish River Canyon is a must-see if
you're in the area.
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